


We are pleased to present the 2025 Annual Report of Runestone Telecom Association. Thanks to the continued 

support of our members, 2025 was another year of remarkable growth and progress for your cooperative. As 

technology evolves and the demand for reliable connectivity increases, Runestone remains committed to  

investing in the rural communities we serve. Together, we have strengthened our network and connected rural 

homes and businesses to global opportunities through reliable broadband connections. We are proud of what we  

have accomplished and excited to share the successes of another outstanding year. 

Our Round 8 and Round 10 Minnesota Border to Border Broadband Grant projects are well underway, with 

Round 8 scheduled for completion at the end of September, and Round 10 to be completed next year. Together, 

these projects significantly expanded Runestone's fiber network footprint across western Stearns County,  

including areas south of Interstate 94 near Sauk Centre, west of U.S. Highway 71 to the county line, and into the 

communities of Brooten and Belgrade. More than 600 homes, farms, and businesses in these areas previously 

had limited or no access to reliable high-speed internet service. We are proud to bring world-class fiber  

connectivity to these communities and honored to serve the residents and businesses that now have access to 

the essential broadband services they need to live, work, learn, and thrive. 

2026 has already brought another exciting opportunity to expand our fiber network and continue fulfilling our  

mission of connecting rural communities. In late May, Runestone was awarded additional funding through the 

State of Minnesota’s Line Extension Connection Program to deploy Fiber-to-the-Home service to a portion of Lake 

Henry Township in Stearns County. Upon completion, the project has the potential to close the digital divide for 

approximately 65 homes, farms, and businesses by providing residents with access to the same high-quality fiber 

services enjoyed throughout our service territory. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and employees of Runestone Telecom Association, thank you for your  

continued patronage, trust, and support. As a member-owned cooperative, every accomplishment we achieve is 

made possible by the loyalty and engagement of our members. We are grateful for the opportunity to serve you 

and the communities we call home. The progress highlighted reflects not only the hard work of our employees 

and leadership, but also the confidence our members place in us to invest in the future of rural  

telecommunications. Your feedback, participation, and support help guide our cooperative and ensure we remain 

focused on serving the needs of our members for generations to come. 

We invite you to join us at the 76th Annual Meeting of the Members of Runestone Telecom Association on July 8 

at 7:00 p.m. at West Central Area Secondary School in Barrett. We look forward to sharing another successful 

year with you and thank you for being an important part of the Runestone family. 

 

 

   

                  

 

 

Welcome from the Manager & President 

~ Kent Hedstrom, CEO/General Manager 

~ Robert Leegaard, President 



Bob Leegaard, President 
Representing District 3 
Barrett, Cyrus, Hoffman 
 
Tory Belgum, Vice President 
Representing District 5 
Belgrade, Brooten, Elrosa, Lowry,  
Glenwood, Sauk Centre, Villard 
 
John Kapphahn, Secretary/Treasurer 
Representing District 2 
Elbow Lake, Wendell 

Jolene Vipond, Director 
Representing District 1 
Donnelly, Norcross, Tintah, Beardsley,  
Campbell, Graceville, Herman, Wheaton  
 
Dick Staples, Director 
Representing District 4 
Kensington, Holmes City, Alexandria  
 
Kent Hedstrom 
CEO - General Manager 

Our Board of Directors 



Left to right- Back: John Shekleton, Nathan Richards, Ryan Schonhardt, Matt Lloyd, Braeden Long, Brady Combs, Marvin Perkins 
Front: Shawn Engler, Gary Ness, Cyndi Gulbranson, Dan Perry, Curt Hyatt, Chris Veldhouse 

Network Technicians 

Network - Internet  
IT Technicians 

Left to right:  
Joe Polzin,  

Russ Froemming 

James Simonson,  
Ken Elvehjem,  

Chris Schmiesing 

Runestone Telecom Employees 

Customer  
Experience  

Left to right:  
Dawn Bumgardner,  

Pam Randt,  
Liza Long,  

Michelle Martinson,  
Angie Huseth 

 



Balance Sheet 



Statement of Operations 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS 
OF RUNESTONE TELECOM ASSOCIATION 

July 16, 2025 
 

The members of Runestone Telecom Association held their 75th Annual Meeting on July 16, 2025, at 
7:00 p.m. at the West Central School Auditorium in Barrett, MN, with President, Robert Leegaard and 
Secretary/Treasurer, John Kapphahn being present. Other directors in attendance were Tory Belgum, 
Richard Staples and Jolene Vipond. 

 

President, Robert Leegaard, welcomed everyone to the 75th Annual Meeting and thanked the  
members for attending the meal held prior to the meeting. The members were invited to a meal of pulled 
pork sandwiches, potato salad, and root beer floats, served by the Grant County Lions. 

 

A register signed by the members established the attendance of a sufficient number of members to con-
stitute a quorum. The Secretary was directed to file the registration for the establishment of a  
quorum and make the same a part of the minutes of this meeting. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer, John Kapphahn, read the Affidavit of Publication of Notice of Annual Meeting. 
President Leegaard then asked for a motion to approve the Affidavit and the 2024 Annual Meeting 
Minutes as presented in the 2024 Annual Report. A motion was made by Marilyn Smith, seconded by 
Les Alvstad and carried to approve the Affidavit and Minutes and make the same a part of the minutes 
of the meeting.  

 

Vice President, Tory Belgum, explained the 2025 uncontested nomination and election of Robert  
Leegaard as a Director of District 3. A motion was made by Lori Sommers, seconded by Dave Hedner, 
and carried to elect Robert Leegaard by a voice vote to a 5-year term starting July 16, 2025, as the  
Director of District 3. 

 

General Manager/CEO, Kent Hedstrom, presented the 2024 financial statement along with updates on 
fiber to the home projects and Border-to-Border grants and membership growth. A motion was made by 
Don Schmidt, seconded by Phil Corrigan, and carried to accept the financial statements as  
presented.   

 

Kent Hedstrom presented guest speaker Brent Christensen, Minnesota Telecom Alliance CEO. 

 

There was no old or new business to come before the meeting. 

 

The Runestone directors and employees were introduced, and door prizes were given out.  

 

A motion was made by Phil Corrigan, seconded and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
      
 
                                                                            

             Secretary 
Approved:  




